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Question:

[s it allowable for floor joists or other floor assembly members to be in contact with or to be
embedded in earth?

Answer:

Yes, reduced clearances (or embedment) from earth to floor joists of treated wood or wood
having a natural resistance to decay is specifically allowed in Section 2304.11.2. Under certain
circumstances described in Section 2304.11.2, the entire floor assembly up to and including
the sub-floor must also be treated wood or wood having a natural resistance to decay.
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